
MASS INTENTIONS 

w/c Sunday 18th April, 2021 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Year (B 1) (Psalter Week 3) 
Saturday      of the Second Week of Easter 

5.30pm  Eric Wadman, RIP 

Sunday  Third Sunday of Easter 

11.00am  Amy & Len Gilbert, RIP 

Monday  of the Third week of Easter 

Anstey Convent Community only 

   Kathleen & Tom Johnson, RIP  

Tuesday  of the Third week of Easter 

Private Mass The People of the Parish 

Wednesday  of the Third week of Easter 

9.30am  Mather Family Intention 

Thursday  of the Third week of Easter 

St. Lucy’s  Community only 

   Patrick Cooley, RIP 

Friday           St. George 

9.30am  John McGinty, RIP 

Saturday    of the Third week of Easter 

5.30pm  Jean & Edward Snelson, RIP (F) 

Sunday  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

11.00am  Welfare of Michael Murphy 

Confessions:  Please email or call the Parish  

   Office for an appointment 

Please continue to book for week-end Masses 

59, Normandy Street 

Alton, Hants 

GU34 1DN 
Tel: 01420 82030 

Fax:  01420 85821 

Parish Priest - Rev. James Carling  

Website: www.stmarysalton.co.uk 
Email: stmarysalton@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Safeguarding Rep.  Mrs. Anne Bothwell 

Contact No:  01420 82030 

3rd Sunday of Easter,   18th April, 2021 
Entrance Antiphon 
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth;  O sing to the glory of 
his name, O render him glorious praise, alleluia 
The Gloria  
First Reading:  Apostles 3:13-15, 17-19 
You killed the prince of life.  God, however, raised him 
from the dead. 
Responsorial Psalm 

Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. 
Second Reading:  St. John 2:1-5 
He is the sacrifice that takes our sins away and not only 
ours, but the whole world’s.. 
Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia ! 
Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us.   
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 

Alleluia ! 
Gospel:  Luke 24:35-48 

So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer and 
on the third day rise from the dead. 
The Creed 
Communion Antiphon: 
The disciples recognised the Lord Jesus in the breaking of 
the bread, alleluia. 

SUNDAY MASS—LIVE STREAM 
You can now join with the Sunday Mass at  

St. Mary’s as below. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCQm0AflgS6wBFM4F331oXWA 

By following this link you will be able to see  

up-coming streams, past streams and uploaded videos.  

This can also be done directly through  

the St. Mary’s website. 

The Resurrection of Christ is central to Christianity.  It 
is a fundamental truth to be reasserted vigorously in 

every epoch, since to deny it, as has been, and continues 
to b e attempted, or to transform it into a purely spiritual 

event, is to thwart our very faith.  St,. Paul states:  “If 
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 
and your faith is in vain” (1Cor 15:14).  In the days that 

followed the Lord’s Resurrection, the Apostles stayed 
together, comforted by Mary’s presence, and after the 

Ascension they persevered with her in prayerful expecta-
tion of Pentecost.  Our Lady was a mother and teacher 
to them, a role that she continues to play for Christians 

of all times  (Pope Benedict XVI) 

The  Special Collection  
this week-end, is for the  
Clergy Training Fund 

We continue to think about the 

 Resurrection this week, from three different 

perspectives: the Gospel gives us another 

story of Jesus appearing to his disciples - this 

time the beautiful story of the meeting in Je-

rusalem, when Jesus proves he is alive and no 

ghost by eating some grilled fish: he  

reminds the disciples that all he suffered and rise so the 

“ repentance for the forgiveness of sins could be preached to 

the whole world. The first reading shows us Saint Peter’s  

doing just that, as he addresses the crowd in Jerusalem on the 

day of Pentecost: he takes them through recent events (fifty 

days earlier), highlighting the important point, that he and the 

disciples can witness to the raising of Jesus from the dead, and 

calling them to repent and turn to God, so that your sins may 

be wiped out.”  The second reading brings this into our lives: 

the resurrection is not just a historical event, which we remem-

ber. By baptism (which we renewed at Easter) we become part 

of Jesus in his dying and his rising, as he ‘ becomes the sacri-

fice that takes our sins away’ . So all that Saint John tells us 

about the commandments and avoiding sin is our way of living 

the Resurrection. 

"See how it is written that the Christ would suffer 

and on the third day rise from the dead." 

Cheques made out to the Parish 
The correct name is  

 P.R.C.D.T.R Alton St. Mary. 



Please remember in your prayers 
Mary Sturgess, Tom Barbour, Les Goddard   
Adi Morando, Brenda Gregory, Francesca Adams,  
Carol & Margaret Conway, Kate Cradock,  
Rita Rawling,  Margaret Collins,  
Theresa Davies, Alex Smith,  Lily Jones,   
Michael & Jo Rogers, Annie Tomlinson  

Wednesday of the 3rd Week of Easter,21st April 
Entrance Antiphon 
Let my mouth be filled with your praise, that I may 
sing aloud;  my lips shall shout for joy, when I sing to 
you, alleluia ! 
First Reading  Apostles 8: 1-8 
They went from place to place preaching the Good News. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Cry out with joy to God all the earth.. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia ! 
The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, says the 
Lord;  I know them and they follow me. 
Alleluia ! 
Gospel  John 35-40 
It is my Father’s will that whoever sees the Son shall have 
eternal life. 
Communion Antiphon 
The Lord has risen and shone his light upon us, whom 
he has redeemed by his Blood, alleluia. 
 

Friday of the 3rd Week of Easter,16th April 
St. George, Martyr, Patron of England 

Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice, you Saints, in the presence of the Lamb; a 
kingdom has been prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world, alleluia. 
The Gloria 
First Reading  |Apocalypse 12:10-12 
In the face of death they would not cling to life. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they reap 
Second Reading   Romans 5:1-5 
To God, through Christ, in the love poured out by the 
Spirit 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia ! 
Happy the man who stands firm,  for he has proved  
himself, and will win the crown of life. 
Alleluia ! 
Gospel  John 15:18-21 
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you. 
The Creed 
Communion Antiphon 
If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him;  
if we persevere, we shall also reign with him, alleluia. 

The Regina Caeli  
Reader: Queen of Heaven, Rejoice, Alleluia 
All: For He whom you did merit to bear, 
 Alleluia - Is risen, as he said, Alleluia 
 Pray for us to God, Alleluia. 
Reader: Rejoice, and be glad.  O Virgin Mary.  

Alleluia. 
All: For the Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia. 
Reader: Let us pray. 
All: O God, you gave joy to the world through 

the resurrection of your son, Our Lord  
Jesus Christ, grant, we beseech you, that we 
may obtain, through His Virgin Mother, 
Mary, the joys of  everlasting life.   
Through the same Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen   

Walk for Water  

Thanks to so many generous donations, Ann & Tim Cain were 

able to raise £605 for Cafod's Walk for Water project. (They 

walked 490,000 steps in 40 days.)  

The project is now finished and some people in the poorest 

parts of the world will now have access to clean water, 

THANK YOU, ALL DONORS! 

St. Mary’s 200 Club 

The winners of the March Draw are: 

1st Prize:  Michael Power  2nd Prize:  Paula Head 

3rd Prize:  Vicki Kemp  4th Prize:  Steve Joseph 

Don’t forget top place your entry for the April Draw 

Tom and Pam Barbour thank you all for cards, prayers, 

love and support for Tom’s recovery.  We are pleased to 

say he is much improved.   

God Bless all our friends for their help. 

With love from us both xx 

Formation for Mission 
Readers’ Training Workshops: 

 17th and 24th April   

The two workshops form together a comprehensive training 

or refresher for new or seasoned parish readers, looking at 

the Liturgy, the practical skills for reading, as well as the 

Bible and how to understand the readings. The training also 

involves a 1:1 practice session with an experienced dioce-

san listener, to improve the quality of reading. Find out 

more details here: https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers 
Workshop 1 - 17th April 2021 - 10 am to 1 pm: register 

here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZIlduGorzwiHdcAqEFveyBR-RPN8MnHZh0V 
Workshop 2- 24th April 2021 - 10 am to 1 pm: register 

here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZUqdeiuqDgtGtGp8nhAF651zA-dB-xB31lg 
  

Essential Training for Catechists:  

I will be running our popular Essential Training in 5 weekly 

sessions on Monday evenings, starting on  

Monday 19th April at 7.00 pm. 

This training is not exclusive to catechists, but is open to  

everyone who seeks to understand how to proclaim the 

faith more effectively to children, young people and adults. 

This training is a short introduction to the principles of faith  

transmission for seasoned or new catechists, for everyone  

involved in Children’s liturgy of the Word, and for anyone 

interested in passing on the faith or in growing in their own 

faith. Find out more details here:  

https://www.pffm.org.uk/catechists 

Sign up for the training here: https://us02web.zoom.us/

meeting/register/tZAtdu-

qpzsoH9HdUzaJXyM4D1LdHq5EfXZR 

https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlduGorzwiHdcAqEFveyBR-RPN8MnHZh0V
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlduGorzwiHdcAqEFveyBR-RPN8MnHZh0V
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdeiuqDgtGtGp8nhAF651zA-dB-xB31lg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdeiuqDgtGtGp8nhAF651zA-dB-xB31lg
https://www.pffm.org.uk/catechists
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtdu-qpzsoH9HdUzaJXyM4D1LdHq5EfXZR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtdu-qpzsoH9HdUzaJXyM4D1LdHq5EfXZR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtdu-qpzsoH9HdUzaJXyM4D1LdHq5EfXZR


Dear Parishioner, 

 

Following on from the survey conducted by myself in order to fulfil my final year of University, I am happy to be in 

a position to now provide information collected from all those that were kind enough to take part.  The subject of my 

dissertation was The Resurrection of the Body and Life Everlasting.  This was an empirical investigation into the  

understanding of the doctrine behind the subject within the parish and your kind response has made this possible.  

The objective was to compare the reality of Catholic doctrine with the cognition of the parish in order to ascertain if 

there may be a benefit for further catechesis on the subject matter.   

 

The survey was made up of a total of 40 declarations in a combination of both true and false statements. Both the 

true and false statements were constructed from paragraphs within the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the true 

statements being direct  

copies of these paragraphs and the false statements being a manipulation of statements from the CCC in order to  

construct an opposite or contradictory view.  The total surveys circulated was 90, 51 of which were returned  

completed.  A brief breakdown of which follows: 

 

Upon first analysis, what becomes apparent is that the parish has a stronger understanding of doctrine on the subjects 

of Heaven and Predestination, displaying an accurate response from 49% of participants regarding Heaven and 47% 

regarding Predestination.  On the subject of Purgatory, the data indicated a 43% alignment with doctrine, however, 

the accuracy of responses regarding the doctrine of Hell was much lower at 37%. 

 

Observing the doctrine of Death, Judgement and End Times, the data demonstrates that 49% of participants pre-

sented a strong awareness.  31% answered accurately regarding the doctrine of Judgement and 24% presented an  

accurate knowledge of the doctrine regarding End Times. 

 

The analysis of the research data has identified opportunities for parish participation in developing greater awareness 

within a cross section of categories, these being the doctrine of Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, Death, Judgement,  

Predestination and End Times.   

 

The invitational statement number 40 (“I would appreciate attending a parish presentation on resurrection of the body 

and life everlasting”), attained a 39% positive response, highlighting an opportunity to provide catechesis to these 

parishioners together with any other parishioners who would be interested in taking part.    

 

This research also indicates that not only is there an opportunity for further catechesis, but also a desire (albeit a 

small  

percentage).  I believe this desire to partake in a parish-based presentation has been seeded from the success of the 

past CaFe courses run in the parish, where the feedback has been predominantly positive, with many citing the  

interaction and discussion with others as the main source of enjoyment during the course.  I would therefore  

encourage the parish to encourage catechesis in order to enrich the faithful’s knowledge in the subject of  

eschatology, whilst also addressing their desire for social learning and sharing.  

 

By way of further catechesis, the whole parish will be able to appreciate the essential doctrine regarding the 

subject matter and consequently, obtain a more universal understanding of Christ’s Paschal Mystery including 

the ‘Good News’ on which the entirety of the Catholic faith is formed. 

 

Many thanks to Father James for allowing me to carry out my survey within the parish and to you all for  

helping me fulfil the final requirement in order to earn my degree. 

 

God bless you all.                   Cathie Joseph 



News from the Diocese 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
With the lifting of lock down on the horizon and the suc-

cessful roll out of the Covid-19 vaccination programme 

Bishop Philip is inviting you to reserve a place on our 

pilgrimage to Lourdes. The pilgrimage is  

from 19th – 23rd July 2021. 
 

Last year we had to postpone our plans due to the pan-

demic and are this year very much looking forward to 

meeting with our very patient pilgrims at the airport on 

Monday 19th July to fly to Tarbes, France to begin our 

much-awaited pilgrimage. We do still have some places 

available and would encourage all of you who have told 

us you would like to join us but are waiting to see what 

happens with regard to COVID-19 to send your booking 

forms and deposits to us asap to avoid  

being disappointed.  

 

This year we are due to fly from Bournemouth direct to 

Tarbes, France a much shorter travelling distance and 

stay as in previous years at the Hotel La Solitude, where 

we can enjoy en-suite rooms and full board for the dura-

tion of our stay.  We have exciting plans for our pilgrim-

age and if you too would like to join us then please com-

plete a booking form and return it to us.  Further details 

can be obtained by 

emailing lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

or phoning 07780 221686. 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for April 

 
Pope Francis asks us to pray for his Prayer Intention to 

defend fundamental human rights during April 2021... 

 

Let us pray for those who risk their lives while fighting 

for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian 

regimes and even in democracies in crisis, that they may 

see their sacrifice and their work bear abundant fruit. 

 

The Holy Father says: "Defending fundamental human 

rights demands courage and determination. I’m referring 

to actively combatting poverty, inequality, the lack of 

work, land and housing, and the denial of social and 

 labour rights.  

Often, in practice, fundamental human rights are not 

equal for all. There are first-, second-, and third-class 

people, and those who are disposable. No. They must be 

equal for all. In some places, defending people’s dignity 

can mean going to prison, even without a trial. Or it 

might mean slander. Every human being has the right to 

develop fully, and this fundamental right cannot be de-

nied by any country.  

Let us pray for those who risk their lives while fighting 

for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian 

regimes and even in democracies in crisis, that they may 

see their sacrifice and their work bear abundant fruit." 

Called & Gifted 
Gerry Penfold, leader of our Called and Gifted team, 

recently informed me that they have now helped over 

2,000 people with their personal discernment of 

charisms – including just over 1,700 from our Diocese of 

Portsmouth. This is an amazing achievement! Our Dio-

cese launched Called and Gifted in 2014, with a visit 

from Sherry Weddell herself. It has been a real privilege 

to see the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of many  

intentional disciples over the years since.  

Recently, the team completed the Stage 1 teaching and  

Stage 2 1:1 discernment conversations for over 100  

people from the regional Celebrate teams around the 

UK. There have also been many enquiries from other 

dioceses, now that Called and Gifted is available online. 

With the support of the Catherine of Siena Institute in 

the US, the team has created a new C&G website with 

links to both the Diocesan website and the  

Institute's high quality teaching videos. The new website 

not only explains the benefits of discerning your spiritual 

gifts (charisms) it also includes personal testimonies for 

each charism and an easy-to-use booking process that 

enables participants to purchase access to the videos 

(stage 1), book their online personal discernment  

conversation (stage 2) and book a place on a small  

discernment group (stage 3).  

See the website https://www.calledandgifted.org.uk/ 

The website can also be accessed via the C&G pages of 

the Diocesan website 

Bishop Philip 

Alton Day of Renewal 
Alastair Emblem, ADoRe Core Group Leader invites you to 

register to join them on Zoom on Saturday, 24th April, for 

their next meeting... 

We are continuing our 2021 Programme: "ALIVE IN THE 

SPIRIT" which is in response to the invitation from Pope 

Francis “I ask all of you that you organise seminars to share 

Baptism in the Spirit.” Our programme this year explores how 

the Holy Spirit inspires and empowers us to be missionary 

disciples. More details on the ADoRE  

Website www.altonrenewal.com.  
People from all over the country are joining our mini-retreat 

mornings and thoroughly enjoying them. Here is what one 

participant said recently:  

"I found the whole  meeting very uplifting. The Mass was 

lovely and spiritual. The talk was really helpful and inspiring. 

I'm sure the Holy Spirit was present yesterday. Thank you all 

so much for these meetings." 

ADoRE invite you to join them for an online spiritual  

mini-retreat morning on Saturday 24th April, 10.00-13.00 with 

Mass, Adoration, Reflection, Praise, Talk, Prayer and  

Discussion. Theme: "Receiving God's Gift" - to receive new 

life you must turn away from those things which block your 

relationship with God and accept Jesus as your Lord.  

Speaker: Peter Hobbs. Please register in advance  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZwvdOirrTMtGNHyT84ynL1fI7SvwjqHwDha 

mailto:lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://portsmouthdiocese.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04bcc8430c87c5529461e65e6&id=48d6f18199&e=84ce223ff2
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