
Jubilee Cream Tea 

On Saturday the 28th May, we enjoyed 

our Jubilee Celebration in the church gar-

den.  The celebration consisted of a lovely 

cream tea with all the scones lovingly crafted 

and baked by some of the ladies of the par-

ish.   Tea and coffee were available with alco-

holic summer punch for those who fancied 

raising a glass to Her Majesty.   

The children enjoyed lots of games 

such as Giant Jenga, Hook-a-duck, Skittles 

and Quoits and two of our young altar servers 

Bethany & Ella were there to paint faces in a 

very patriotic red, white and blue.   

Mill Cottage Farm were in attendance 

with small cuddly animals such as Bigfoot and 

Crystal the bunnies and Pip and Pop the guin-

ea pigs.  We even had a visit from Squeak the 

sheep dog and her little friend Loki the friend-

ly chihuahua who stole many hearts.   

Everyone took part in our Royal Quiz 

and the winning team enjoyed a lovely box of 

chocolates.  The afternoon consisted of a raf-

fle with prizes donated by the team of a large 

red, white and blue hamper together with lots 

of smaller prizes but the main event was a 

wonderful sing-along of all the old-time clas-

sics such as ‘Pack up your Troubles’ and 

‘Leaning on a Lamppost’.   

This was thoroughly enjoyed by every-

one and our wonderful comperes/singers Tim 

on guitar and Kevin on ukulele accompanied 

by our fabulous pianist, Ann, really made the 

event worthwhile. The team behind the scenes 

worked so hard to make it a success and the 

total raised for the church was £452.70. 

Laudato Si’ 

St. Mary’s parish is now officially reg-

istered for CAFOD’s ‘Live Simply’ Award. 

This is given to parishes who can demonstrate 

that they are responding to the Pope's letter to 

all Catholics, Laudato Si’. (Details of the 

award are on CAFOD’s website: https://

cafod.org.uk).  

To gain the award, we have planned 

activity at three levels:  

actions by individuals and families;  

action by the parish;  

actions with groups beyond our parish. 

The focus on individuals and families 

encourages all of us to make small but perma-

nent changes to our lifestyles in order to an-

swer what Pope Francis calls ‘the cry of the 

earth’ and ‘the cry of the poor’. As the Pope 

says, ‘‘There is a nobility in the duty to care 

for creation through little daily actions’. Dur-

ing Lent we thought about food and shopping, 

and many parishioners pledged to change 

some aspect of their food consumption. Now 
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the focus is on growth and gardens (e.g. com-

posting waste, avoiding using peat, helping in 

the church garden). There are small yellow 

sheets of paper at the back of church which 

contain some ideas which you might find 

helpful. Please take one, choose a practical 

change you can make; write that commitment 

on the form, and to place this in the basket at 

church. 

The focus on parish includes the Alton 

Clothes Bank, which is going from strength to 

strength, re-housing hundreds of items of 

clothing every week. (During one week, the 

clothes bank was responsible for re-housing 

1,500 items of clothing.) The people who do-

nate good clothes, and the volunteers who run 

the Clothes Bank are, by their actions, living 

more sustainably and in solidarity with people 

in poverty. In due course, we also hope to 

support a parish in a poorer area of the United 

Kingdom as well as our regular donations to 

Cafod. 

The focus on groups beyond our parish 

is in its infancy. We are forming links with 

the Alton Climate Action Network and the 

Parish of the Resurrection to benefit from 

working together whenever this makes sense. 

We are also exploring how we might contrib-

ute to a Tool Bank that refurbishes old tools 

and sends them to parts of the world where 

such tools are needed. 

With all this activity planned, we would 

very much welcome new additions to our 

group. If you feel inspired to join us, please 

email office@stmarysalton.co.uk. If you 

would like to know more about anything in 

this article, please do ask a member of the 

Laudato Si group.  

 

St. Mary’s Laudato Si group  

John Bird, Anne Bothwell, Tim Cain, 

Cathie Joseph and Pam Taylor 

 

Relics of St Bernadette 

The Relics of St Bernadette will be 

touring England this September and Bishop 

Philip has announced that they will be at 

Portsmouth Cathedral on 8th Sept and the 

morning of 9th Sept. More details to follow. 

St Bernadette, whose real name was 

Marie Bernarde Soubisrous, was an illiterate 

French girl who received apparitions of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary at the age of 14 years. 

Between 11th February and 16th July of 1858. 

St Bernadette witnessed 18 apparitions  at a 

natural cavity in the rock face, or grotto, at 

Massabielle at the side of the River Gave in 

the village of Lourdes. They involved a vision 

of a “small young lady”, dressed in white with 

a blue girdle and yellow roses on her feet, 

who imparted messages to St Bernadette, tell-

ing her that people must offer prayer and pen-

ance for their sins, and visit Lourdes on pil-

grimage.  Bernadette was urged to ask the 

lady who she was. The reply, in the local dia-

lect, was: “Que soy era Immaculada Concep-
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tiou (I am the Immaculate Conception).” The 

doctrine of the Immaculate Conception – that 

Our Lady was conceived in a state of natural 

justice rather than with the stain of Original 

Sin – had been defined as dogma by Pope Pius 

IX just four years earlier.  

After the apparitions ceased, Bernadette 

boarded with the Sisters of Charity at a hospice 

for five years until in 1866, at the age of 22, 

she was accepted as a novice in the convent of 

the Sisters of Notre Dame at Nevers. She 

stayed at the convent until she died, not leav-

ing even to attend the opening of a new basili-

ca at Lourdes in 1876. She suffered grievously 

asthma and tuberculosis and died on 16th April 

1879 at the age of 35 years.  

 

Do you remember your  

1st Holy Communion? 

On 19th June this year, on the feast of 

Corpus Christi, fourteen children of our parish 

celebrated their First Holy Communion. 

The children began their journey 

through our programme last October not really 

knowing one another and attending many dif-

ferent schools.   

Together they have learned the meaning 

of their Baptisms and the call for each of us to 

become Disciples of Christ. As in previous 

years one of the first activities they 

shared was to plant spring bulbs in 

the church grounds so they could 

celebrate the New Life of Easter 

together through nature. 

After Christmas our focus was on 

the Reconciliation. The children 

explored through the New Testament the lov-

ing mercy of God our Father.  In the Sacra-

ment of Confession and Reconciliation we re-

ceive God’s forgiveness and Spirit  During 

Lent you may have noticed the Good Shepherd 

board with the children’s lambs placed there 

after they have made their First Confessions. 

Easter brings deeper under-

standing to the children of the cele-

bration of the Mass and the Eucha-

rist. This term our programme fi-

nally focused on the celebration of 

the Mass and personal preparation for receiv-

ing Holy Communion. 

Together the children have prayed and 

sung, shared in adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament and learned about praying with Our 

Lady through the Rosary. They have all made 

new friends and celebrated with their families 

as they received their First Holy Communion. 

May God bless our children as they 

grow in their faith and love of the Eucharist.   

Thank you to all those in the parish who have 

supported our programme through prayer, 

music or time. 

If you have read this and feel you would like to 

be part of the catechists’ team please speak to 

Fr James.     

Our diocese provides plenty of opportunities 

for training.   

NB: We will begin gathering names for next 

year’s First Communion class during the 

month of August. 

The Easter Garden 

On Palm 

Sunday a num-

ber of children 

from the First 

Communion 

group and Chil-

dren’s Liturgy 

created a small 

Easter Garden 

using plants, 

stones, seeds 

and sticks donated by parishioners. Easter gar-

dens are typically made with rye grass, or can 

be made more decorative with preserved moss 

and spring flowers 

An Easter garden is a symbol of Jesus 

rising from his tomb. 

When we look at the Easter Garden it is 

tells us of the Easter story:  We can think of 

the people who are not shown there but who 

may represent us. 

1.The hill of Calvary shows the journey 

Jesus made carrying his cross for us.  

2.Three bare crosses mark Jesus’s death 

on the cross and God’s forgiving mercy for the 

two thieves 



3. The shroud shows where Jesus’s body 

was placed by his closest friends, given by Jo-

seph of Arimathea and mourned by the women 

of Jerusalem.  

4. The empty tomb is that symbol that 

Christ is risen. 

5. The stone rolled away tells us that 

Jesus came forth to greet his apostles and the 

women. 

6. The path to the tomb shows the path 

taken by Mary Magdalene as she arrives at 

Jesus’s empty tomb, eager to tend his body 

after the Sabbath.  She asks a nearby gardener 

where she can find Jesus’s body. Calling her 

by name, the gardener reveals himself as 

Christ and asks that she report his resurrection 

to the disciples. 

7. The living plants and growing grass 

seed represent the New Life shown to us by the 

Risen Lord at Easter. 

(Maybe you spotted the empty eggshell 

placed by one of our children in the garden.) 

Morris Hopkins 

As many of you may know, Morris will 

be leaving the parish in the near future to stay 

with his daughter. He has been a member of St 

Mary’s for over 48 years and we really cannot 

let him go without saying thank you for all his 

support. 

Did the amateur dramatics or the reading 

come first? Whichever, Morris is well-known 

for his reading at Mass, who is ever going to 

forget his reading of Genesis at the Easter Vig-

ils? He made it all come alive so well. 

Not only has Morris been one of our 

long-standing altar servers, he was also one of 

the first Eucharistic Ministers. 

Always a strong supporter of St Mary’s, 

Morris created the route for the St Mary's 

walkers who would take part in the Historical 

Churches walk.  He also regularly walked the 

route with the St Mary's team to raise funds for 

charity.  

It is so difficult to list everything Morris 

has been involved in, from talks about Albania 

in ‘An Albanian diary’ or ‘Memories of a Ser-

vice man’ given with real insight and humour 

to organising Bridge Tournaments and giving 

us brain gymnastics with his quizzes. 

Did you know he was also a founder 

member of Alton’s U3A? 

Having spoken to quite a few parishion-

ers, it is obvious, Morris, that you are held in a 

great deal of affection by so many. We hope 

that the move goes well and that you will not 

forget us too quickly. Somerset’s gain is our 

loss. 

If you do fancy writing something for 

the magazine, it would be gratefully received, 

as always. (But if it is a quiz, could I have the 

answers too, please) 

Editor’s note: Morris has asked me to 

pass on his new address via the magazine. Af-

ter 17th Aug it will be; 

1 Hillcrest, Lawford, Crowcomb, Taun-

ton, Somerset, TA4 4AN 

 

Congratulations Tim 

Tim Cain has been awarded a diocesan 

medal in recognition of his outstanding ser-

vices to the Diocese. 

He oversaw the processing of the data 

from the recent diocesan survey and its analy-

sis. An enormous task as there were nearly 

1800 respondents and the survey had over 50 

questions, many of which were answered in 

depth. 

The results can be found in the docu-

ment ‘A Thousand Voices’. 

FLAME:  

The largest Catholic youth event in Eng-

land and Wales is back! Join thousands of 

young people for a day of music, prayer, wor-

ship, talks from great speakers and much more 

at Wembley Arena on Sat 4 March 2023 with 

the theme ‘Rise Up!’ Ring 07780 221 686 or 

email youth@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
WORLD YOUTH DAY:  

Every 2/3 years an international event 

called World Youth Day is held at a city cho-

sen by the Holy See. The next international 

World Youth Day will be held in Lisbon, Por-

tugal, in 2023.   

If you, or someone you know, will be 

aged between 16-30 next year, join us for a 

week-long festival with Pope Francis and 



young people from across the world! Cost 

£1,200 which includes accommodation, 

travel, WYD package. Register your 

interest at : wyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

St Augustine 

St Augustine’s memorial day is August 

28th. He was born in Thagaste in North Africa 

and died in Hippo, which is in Algeria. After 

giving up a life of sin, he was baptised a Chris-

tian, became a priest, a Bishop, a Catholic 

writer, founder of religious, Doctor of the 

Church and possibly the greatest Saint ever. 

He is also known for his many sayings, 

one of which is below; 

 

What does Love look like? 

It has the hands to help others, 

It has the feet to hurry to the poor and needy, 

It has the eyes to see misery and want, 

It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of 

men, 

That is what Love looks like. 

 

Alton Foodbank 

As the cost of living rises, the foodbank 

is needed even more. The following items are 

on their wanted list. 
Soup 

Baked Beans 

Tinned Rice Pudding 

Rice (Dry) 

Tinned Rice Pudding 

Tinned Fruit 

Tinned Meat (Pies, Stewing Steak, Hot Dogs) 

Tuna 

Sponge Puddings (Long Life) 

Pasta Sauce 

UHT Milk 

Fruit Juice (Long Life) 

Cereal 

Biscuits 

Coffee 

Laundry Conditioner 

Shampoo & Conditioner 

Sanitary Towels / Pads  

 

A Bishop’s Quiz 

Thanks Tom, good to see the quizzes coming 

again. 

1. The French Ambassador to the UK in 

1830 

2. Starts out between a Knight and a Mon-

arch 

3. Other Catholic bishop with his cathedral 

in our Diocese 

4. Imprisoned with St Thomas More in the 

Tower of London 

5. A country’s Ruler but has a function in 

another country’s capital 

6. An Episcopally connected Hampshire 

town 

7. Bishop who composed the song “Home 

Sweet Home” 

8. He is buried right across from Winches-

ter Prison 

9. A most aromatic Bishop 

10. A very nosy Ecclesiastic 

 

Parish Family News 

Baptisms 

Sophia Lydia Therese Bremner          12.2.22 

Tyrone Rafael Condino                      27.2.22 

Oscar John Collins                              24.4.22 

Felicity Clare Bautista           25.7.22 

 

First Holy Communions  19.6.22 

Alexia Edwards 

Annabelle Fitzgerald O’Connor 

Rosanna George 

Mary Hinds 

Jared Macabali 

Francis McBride 

Eli Mordecai 

Autumn Occiano 

Dominic Pyczek 

Alexander Radcliffe 

Shaniya Serrano 

Maksymilian Smykala 

Jacub Szmigin 

Shaun Santhosh Thottam 

 

Deaths 

Carol Mary Conway    24.3.22 

Edward Easton Lewis    25.3.22 

Adelaide Morando    22.4.22 

Kevin Peter Collins     27.5.22 

Michael Ian Smith     1.6.22 

Geoffrey David Hawkins   15.6. 22 



Fresh start 
From Christians Against Poverty 

 

Want to tackle a life-controlling 

habit ? 

  CAP (Christians Against Poverty) – 

www.capuk.org - is a national charity relieving 

poverty and bringing justice to over 20,000 

people each year, best known for its Debt Help 

service. 

Another service that CAP provides is a 

course called Fresh Start, which is 

about breaking free from life-controlling hab-

its such as smoking, gambling, over-

eating, internet addiction, shop-

ping compulsions, binge drinking, soft 

drugs, etc.   It's an 8-week course, inspired 

by the Bible and based on principles from the 

12-steps-of-recovery process, backed by 1-to-1 

coaching and a support group of others want-

ing to tackle their habits. 

After previous local courses, a 

man tackling a porn addiction said "I’d like to 

thank you…for putting on 

the Fresh Start course and helping me achieve 

my goals...I am very grateful for the work you 

did with us.”  Another, tackling a gambling 

addiction, said: "I was gambling to excess and 

constantly worried and anxious over money.  I 

am now happier and am getting my priorities 

right... I can never say THANK YOU enough 

times as I never thought I could beat this ad-

diction".  A woman now in recovery from al-

cohol addiction said “I wouldn’t be where I am 

today, if I hadn’t come on Fresh Start”. 

Starting on Wednesday 6
th

 October 2021 - 

the next courses will be  at 10:30am and at 

7:30pm, at Alton Maltings.   

So if you, or anyone you know, needs a 

fresh start,  register for the course by calling 

Mark Rumsby on 07769 030913 or 

email alton@capuk.org.   

Diocesan Plan 

The draft of the new 10year Mission 

Strategy  for the Diocese, named ‘You will be 

my witness’ has been published. 

You can find the document and a feed-

back form on the Diocesan Website. The Bish-

op says that The key message of You will be 

My Witnesses is the need for personal conver-

sion and holiness of life.  

Season of Creation 

 

This year’s Season of Creation will be 

held from Sept 1st to October 4th. The theme 

is ‘Listen to the voice of Creation’ . We hope 

to hold a Creation Mass at St Mary’s on Sun-

day October 2nd. 

More details to follow. 

.  

Found in Church Bulletins 

"The Senior Choir invites any member of the 

congregation who enjoys sinning to join the 

choir." 

"Barbara remains in the hospital and needs 

blood donors for more transfusions. She is also 

having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of 

Pastor Nelson's sermons." 

"Applications are now being accepted for 2 

year-old nursery workers." 

"The 'Over 60s Choir' will be disbanded for the 

summer with the thanks of the entire church." 

A Bishop’s Quiz Answers 

1. Talleyrand, Bishop of 

Autun 

2. The Bishop chess piece 

3. Bishop of the Forces 

4. St John Fisher 

5. The Pope—Bishop of 

Rome 

6. Bishops Waltham 

7. Sir Henry Rowley Bishop 

(1786-1855) 

8. Portsmouth’s Archbishop 

John Henry King 

9. Stinking Bishop Cheese 

10. Reputedly name after a 

Bishop Parker 

Church Cleaners 

Are desperately wanted to help clean 

the Church and Hall.  

1-2hrs every 5th week 

Please contact the Parish Office if 

you can help. 
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