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A smile costs nothing but gives so much.A smile costs nothing but gives so much.A smile costs nothing but gives so much.A smile costs nothing but gives so much.    
It enriches those who receive without It enriches those who receive without It enriches those who receive without It enriches those who receive without     

making poorer those who give.  It takes but a moment, making poorer those who give.  It takes but a moment, making poorer those who give.  It takes but a moment, making poorer those who give.  It takes but a moment,     
but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever.but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever.but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever.but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever.    

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Entrance Antiphon 
O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make haste to 
help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not 
delay. 
First Reading   Isaiah 55:1-3 
Responsorial Psalm 
You open your hand and fulfil us, O Lord. 
Second Reading  Romans 8:35, 37-39 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia !  One does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 
Alleluia ! 
Gospel  Matthew 14:14:13-21 
Communion Antiphon: 
You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, 
endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste. 

18th Sunday of The Year 
2nd August, 2026 

Divine providence is a wonderful thing: God 
is so generous with his creation (it is human 
greed that denies some their rightful share). 
The Kingdom of God is the time and place 

when this vision will be fully realised, when 
all who wish may ‘come to the water’, when 
all who are hungry may ‘eat as much as they 
want’, when what is left over is still enough 

for all the twelve tribes of Israel. Our  
contemplation of the kingdom of God, 

through the parables and miracles of Jesus, 
should stir us up to build this kingdom here and now.  

The miracle of Divine providence is allowed to work when 
human greed and selfishness give way to the power of the 

Spirit working within us, and we share all we have with those 
in need. Our hearts are set on the kingdom of God, where there 

is corn and wine and milk in abundance. 

‘They all ate and were satisfied.’ 

A POPE’S REFLECTION  -  Pope Benedict XVI 
This Sunday’s Gospel describes the miracle of the multiplica-

tion of the loaves that Jesus worked for a great throng of  
people who had followed him to listen to him and to be healed 
of various illnesses. As evening fell the disciples suggested to 
Jesus that he send the crowds away so that they might take 

some refreshment. But the Lord had something else in mind: 
“You give them something to eat”. However they had “only 
five loaves... and two fish”. Jesus’ subsequent action evokes 

the sacrament of the Eucharist: “He looked up to heaven, and 
blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds”. The miracle consists in the 
brotherly sharing of a few loaves which, entrusted to the power 
of God, not only sufficed for everyone but enough was left over 
to fill 12 baskets. The Lord asked this of the disciples so that it 
would be they who distributed the bread to the multitude; in 

this way he taught and prepared them for their future apostolic 
mission: in fact, they were to bring to all the nourishment of 

the Word of life and of the sacraments. In this miraculous sign 
the incarnation of God and the work of redemption are  

interwoven. Jesus, in fact, “went ashore” from the boat to 
meet the men and women. St Maximus the Confessor said that 
the Word of God made himself present for our sake, by taking 
flesh, derived from us and conformed to us in all things save 

sin, in order to expose us to his teaching with words and  
examples suitable for us”. Here the Lord offers us an eloquent 
example of his compassion for people. We are reminded of all 

our brothers and sisters in the Horn of Africa who in these 
days are suffering the dramatic consequences of famine,  
exacerbated by war and by the lack of solid institutions.  

Christ is attentive to material needs but he wished to give 
more, because man always “hungers for more, he needs more” 
God’s love is present in the bread of Christ; in the encounter 
with him “we feed on the living God himself, so to speak, we 

truly eat the ‘bread from Heaven’”. Dear friends. “in the 
Eucharist Jesus also makes us witnesses of God’s compassion 
towards all our brothers and sisters. The Eucharistic mystery 

thus gives rise to a service of charity towards neighbour”.  
St Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus whom 
the Church is commemorating today, also bore witness to this. 
Indeed Ignatius chose to live “finding God in all things, loving 
him in all creatures”. Let us entrust our prayers to the Virgin 
Mary, so that she may open our hearts to compassion for our 

neighbour and to fraternal sharing. 
Pope’s Intentions — August 

For evangelization in the city 
Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity  

and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel,  

Catholic quotes: Catholic quotes: Catholic quotes: Catholic quotes: “Be who you were created to be  
and you will set the world on fire”-  St Theresa of Avila 

 "I am not capable of doing big things, but I want  
to do everything, even the smallest things,  

for the greater glory of God”- St. Dominic Savio  
“To convert somebody, go and take them by the hand  

and guide them.”  - St. Thomas Aquinas 

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

w/c Sunday 2nd August, 2026 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

 (A2) (Psalter Week 1) 
Saturday St Alphonsus Ligouri  
  5.30pm  Welfare of Susan & Tony Byrne & Family 
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Lucy’s 9.00am The People of the Parish 

St. Mary’s 11.00am Sany Miguel Rodriguez, RIP 
Monday Feria  
  9.30am Welfare of Julia & Andrew Attwell 
Tuesday St John Vianney 
  NO MASS 
Wednesday   Feria 
  9.00am Rosary 
  9.30am    Welfare of Robert Brown & Family 
Thursday The Transfiguration of the Lord  

  9.30am Rosamma Augustine, RIP 

Friday  Feria  
  9.30am Special Intention 
Saturday   St Dominic 

  5.30pm Special Intention 
Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Lucy’s 9.00am Sister Barbara & Sister Joan, RIP 
St. Mary’s 11.00am Johny Antony, RIP 

Confessions Saturday 4.45pm, and by request    



Lord, In Your Mercy, Lord, In Your Mercy, Lord, In Your Mercy, Lord, In Your Mercy,     
Hear our PrayerSHear our PrayerSHear our PrayerSHear our PrayerS    

Please remember in your prayers 

Baby Polly Phillips,  Matthew & Duncan Graham,  
John D., Mary McGinty,  Regina Elliot, 

Francesca Adams, Mary McGrath,  
Annie Tomlinson, Rita Rawling, Kate Cradock,  

Alex Smith, Jonathan & Lindy Wiltshire,  
Simon Wilder, Mary Sturgess, Theresa Davies,  

Flavia Stampa Gruss,  Kay Hulbert, Pam Barbour    

August 4th, Ss. John Vianney 
St John Vianney, also known as the Curé d’Ars, 
is considered the patron saint of parish priests. He 
is known for his deep devotion to the Church and 
his dedication to the sacrament of confession.  
His life inspires all priests, as he exemplified a 
genuinely holy priest through his humility,  
selflessness, and unwavering faith. He was born 
on May 8, 1786, in the small village near Lyon, 
France. His childhood coincided with significant 
political and social upheaval in France as the French Revolu-
tion unfolded. This era was marked by widespread conflict and 
change, impacting many aspects of society, including the 
Catholic Church. Despite these tumultuous conditions, John’s 
family remained firmly rooted in their faith. His parents were 
devout Catholics and instilled in him a strong and unwavering 
commitment to his religion from an early age. This foundation 
would later guide him in his vocation and shape his path  
toward the priesthood, ultimately leading him to become a  
beloved figure in the Church. A man with vision overcomes 
obstacles and performs deeds that seem impossible. John was a 
man with a vision: He wanted to become a priest. But he had to 
overcome his meagre formal schooling, which inadequately 
prepared him for seminary studies. He also had to overcome 
the reluctance of the bishop, who questioned his abilities. John 
almost ended up a farmer instead of a priest. His failure to 
comprehend Latin lectures forced him to discontinue. But his 
vision of being a priest urged him to seek private tutoring.  
After a lengthy battle with the books, John was ordained. Due 
to his lack of education, he struggled with understanding theol-
ogy and often faced difficulties preparing his homilies. Despite 
these challenges, John persevered and became a priest who 
touched the hearts of many through his humble and authentic 
faith. Situations calling for “impossible” deeds followed him 
everywhere. As pastor of the parish at Ars, John encountered 
people who were indifferent and quite comfortable with their 
style of living. His vision led him through severe fasts and 
short nights of sleep. John spent much of his time in the  
confessional, hearing the confessions of countless penitents. 
His deep understanding of human nature and compassion for 
sinners made him an effective confessor, and many experi-
enced spiritual conversion through his guidance and prayers. 
With Catherine Lassagne and Benedicta Lardet, he established 
La Providence, a home for girls. Only a man of vision could 
have such trust that God would provide for the spiritual and 
material needs of all those who came to make La Providence 
their home. His deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin earned 
him the title “Mary’s Priest” or “Maria of Ars.” Many miracles 
were also attributed to John during his lifetime and after his 
death. He became a popular figure in France and beyond, with 
many seeking his intercession for healing and other spiritual 
needs. One of his famed miracles was the ability to read the 
souls of his parishioners and offer them the perfect penance for 
their sins. His work as a confessor is John’s most remarkable 
accomplishment. He was to spend 11 to 12 hours daily recon-
ciling people with God in the winter months. In the summer 
months, this time was increased to 16 hours. Unless a man was 
dedicated to his vision of a priestly vocation, he could not have 
endured this giving of self day after day. His devotion to the 
sacrament of confession inspired many to return to their faith 
and receive God’s forgiveness. He is known as the patron saint 
of confessors and is a role model for all priests in their duty to 
shepherd their flock and lead them towards God’s mercy. 
Many people look forward to retirement and taking it easy, 
doing the things they always wanted but never had the time. 
But John had no thoughts of retirement. As his fame spread, 
more hours were consumed in serving God’s people. The devil 
frequently disturbed even the few hours he would allow him-
self to sleep. He became known as a holy priest. More people 
came to seek his counsel and guidance. Despite these chal-
lenges, John remained steadfast in his devotion to God and 
continued to fast and sacrifice for the sake of others, following 
the example of Jesus. John’s fame spread beyond France, and 

people worldwide came to seek his spiritual guidance. How-
ever, with this fame came many spiritual battles for John, as he 
faced attacks from the devil and endured physical ailments. 
Despite these trials, he remained steadfast in his faith and  
continued to serve God’s people until his death on August 4th. 
He was canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1925. John Vianney is 
remembered as a model of holiness and dedication to the 
priesthood, with many priests looking to him for guidance and 
inspiration in their ministry. His legacy continues as he exem-
plifies true sanctity and devotion to God. His life serves as a 
reminder that with determination, faith, and trust in God, one 
can overcome any obstacle and fulfil one’s calling with great 
love and humility. May we all strive to follow in his footsteps 
and become holy instruments of God’s mercy and grace. 
Reflection: Indifference toward religion and a love for material 
comfort seem to be common signs of our times. A person from 
another planet observing us would not likely judge us as being 
pilgrims on our way elsewhere. On the other hand, John Vianney 
was a man on a journey, with his goal before him at all times.  

ENTERING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

If anyone is considering joining the Church through the 

Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation or wishing to enter 

into full communion with the Catholic Church by the rite  

of reception, then please speak to Fr Peter or Dcn Stephen  

as soon as possible. There is a period of instruction and  

Formation that needs to be completed beforehand. 

USING THE CARD READER MACHINE 

It would be very helpful if you are using the card reader to 

make an offering to the Church or to pay for the second  

collection., if you were to add a description to your donation. 

Press the “description” button before you enter the amount to 

be debited. It could be your “gift aid number”, “your name”, or 

“second”. It helps to allocate the monies received to the correct 

categories. You can use the QR codes, but these are already 

categorised, you don’t need to add anything else. 

The Morning Offering 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

I offer You my prayers, works, joys and sufferings 

of this day for all the intentions of Your Sacred Heart, 

in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

throughout the world, in reparation for my sins, 

for the intentions of all my relatives and friends, 

and in particular for the intentions of the Holy Father.  

Amen. 


